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Who was and is and is to come
Blessed be the Lord, God almighty
Who reigns forever more

HE W2iEM 1:18-21 Philippians 1:18-21
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Paul writes from prison, yet joy fills every line. His chains don't silence the gospel—they amplify it (Phil 1:12-14). He sees every
circumstance, even suffering, as a stage for Christ to be magnified: “For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.” (Phil 1:21)
Faith doesn't erase hardship—it reshapes how we see it. Paul’s faith turned his imprisonment into purpose, his pain into procla-
mation (Phil 1:18-20). John Piper captures this same truth in Don’t Waste Your Cancer, writing, “God designs our suffering not
to destroy faith but to deepen it.” Like Paul, Piper shows that suffering is not meaningless—it's an invitation to treasure Christ
more deeply, to show that He is better than health, comfort, or even life itself (Phil 1:20, 29-30). Faith transforms our perspective
by teaching us to see reality through the lens of eternity. Without faith, we interpret life by what is visible—success, control,
health, or comfort. But through faith, our vision is reordered. We begin to see that God’s greatest work often happens beneath
the surface—through weakness, waiting, and suffering. What once felt like loss becomes an instrument of grace. Faith allows
us to trace the hand of God even when we cannot see His plan. Faith also redefines what matters most. It shifts our question
from “Why me?” to “How can Christ be exalted in me?” We no longer measure the goodness of God by our circumstances but
by the cross of Christ. Through faith, joy becomes rooted not in what changes but in Who never changes. When we believe
that Christ Himself is our ultimate gain, every loss becomes light compared to His glory (Phil 1:21-24). Faith transforms our
priorities from comfort to calling. Whether through success or struggle, healing or pain, we begin to live not for survival but for
proclamation—that others might see Christ as supremely worthy (Phil 1:18, 27-28). So like Paul in chains and Piper in sickness,
let us live with one consuming purpose: that Christ be proclaimed, whatever the cost (Phil 1:20).
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L Even in prison and in suffering, the Apostle Paul interpreted his hardships from a completely different perspective—one that
s revealed joy and hope. How have | interpreted the sufferings in my life up until now? Take time to reflect, and let's share together
= what God’s perspective might be.
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Faith changes our priorities—from comfort to calling. With that in mind, let’s take a moment to redefine and share what our calling
in the world is.
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Loving Lord, because Christ Jesus lives in me, even my discomfort becomes beneficial, and | declare that You alone are my only

7l
= God. Help me not to interpret my life according to the world’s values, but to see it under Your sovereignty, living a life that fully
reveals the power of the gospel. | pray this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Lord of love, may the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts always seek Your will, speaking in ways that encour-
age and lead our brothers and sisters in love. Help us to lay down our pride and to value others above ourselves in our dalily lives.
We thank You and pray in Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Help me not to view the sufferings in my life merely as pain or hardship, but to recognize Your good purpose in them—and to
move toward the place of sacrifice and love.
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May | not seek only comfort and safety in my calling, but live faithfully on the frontlines of life—with love, sacrifice, and active
obedience.
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