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Father in heaven how we love you

We lift your name in all the earth

May your kingdom be established in our praises
As Your people declare your mighty works!
Blessed be the Lord, God almighty

Who was and is and is to come

Blessed be the Lord, God almighty

Who reigns forever more

Matthew 5:13-16

13 “You are the salt of the earth, but if salt has lost its taste, how
shall its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything
except to be thrown out and trampled under people's feet.

14 “You are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be
hidden. 15 Nor do people light a lamp and put it under a
basket, but on a stand, and it gives light to all in the house. 16 In
the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they
may see your good works and give glory to your Father who is
in heaven.
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In Matthew 5:1-16, Jesus sits with His disciples and teaches them what it means to follow Him. Discipleship is not about chasing power,
wealth, or status — it begins with a transformed heart. The Beatitudes (vv. 3-12) show us the inward character of a disciple: poor in spirit,
merciful, pure in heart, hungry for righteousness, and even willing to be persecuted for Christ. Jesus calls His followers to live in the
upside-down values of God'’s kingdom. To follow Him is to be reshaped by grace from the inside out. Discipleship is not behavior modifi-
cation but heart transformation — a reordering of what we love most so that God becomes our deepest joy and treasure. But discipleship
doesn'’t stop at inner renewal. Jesus moves from character to mission: “You are the salt of the earth ... You are the light of the world” (vv.
13-16). As salt, disciples preserve goodness and truth in a world prone to corruption, and they bring out the flavor of God’s beauty and
love in daily life. Salt works quietly yet powerfully. If it loses its distinctiveness, it loses its purpose — just as disciples who blend into the
world lose their witness. As light, disciples shine in the darkness. Light reveals, guides, and brings hope. Jesus says we cannot hide this
light — it is meant to be seen so that others may give glory to the Father. Discipleship is whole-life formation: bringing the gospel into our
work, our relationships, our city, and our culture. A true disciple’s life is both distinctive like salt and visible like light, so the world sees
Christ through us. Discipleship is not an individual journey. Just as Jesus gathered disciples into community, our growth happens through
relationships, accountability, and mission together. Discipleship is both intimacy with Christ and participation in His mission. It is being
changed by Jesus — and then being sent by Jesus into the world. So discipleship, according to Matthew 5, is a lifelong journey of
changed hearts through inner transformation, changed loves as our desires are reordered around God'’s kingdom, and changed mission
as we live as salt and light in the world. To be a disciple of Jesus is to live so transformed by His grace that our lives quietly preserve what
is good, boldly shine with His light, and invite the world to see the beauty of Christ.

1. 25 TE2 HXL| 42 HOPIEE R2|F SHFLICE 00| BESH BES 021 0[20] Mi¢0| Fot= F1t 2222 LHE
40| L7 O[OF7| LIS=OfZ ALt
Today’s message challenges us to live as disciples. Let’s read the Beatitudes that Jesus taught, and share together how these are
fundamentally different from what the world calls “blessings.”
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Jesus says that the life of a disciple must clearly show His power. He also says that such a life cannot be hidden; if it fails to show His power,
it will be cast aside. As a disciple following God, what aspects of discipleship should be evident in my life?
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The Bible teaches us that living a good life, shining light, and revealing the beauty of Christ is not something we can do alone. What community

has the greatest influence on you right now? Within that community, what role do you hope to fuffill?
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Holy God, today we were reminded that the life of a disciple cannot be hidden but must reveal Your power. Help us to first die to ourselves, to

first serve, and to first reveal the love of Christ as Your disciples — so that we may live lives worthy of Your calling. We thank You and pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen.
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Lord of love, may the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts always seek Your will, speaking in ways that encourage and lead

our brothers and sisters in love. Help us to lay down our pride and to value others above ourselves in our daily lives. We thank You and pray in
Jesus’ name. Amen!
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Let me not pursue the blessings of the world, but long for the true blessings of following You.
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As one who carries the power of Christ, help me to embrace hunger, meekness, mercy, and the character of the Beatitudes, so that | may
shine as light and reveal Your power.
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Help me to live a life that shows Christ’s influence and expands His blessings within the communities | belong to.

not |, but Christ =z= =54 288 2s=H 458 y==4 DONG SHIN Church of Southern California



