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In Matthew 18:15-17, the responsibility for restoration and harmony is shared between the one(s) seeking to restore
the sinner and the sinner needing to be restored. There is an if/then structure to these verses. If a person sins

against you, then address the matter with that person humbly and directly, pointing out the sin and calling for

repentance. If the person listens and repents, then you have gained a brother or sister. If he or she doesn’t, then

bring two or three with you and try again. If the person still doesn't listen and repent, then bring the matters before

the church. If the person still doesn'’t listen, he or she is to be excluded from participation with the family of believ-

ers. We should go to great lengths to restore a person who sins. The process involves multiple contacts by a

growing number of people. Restoration is the goal of these efforts, yet there are conditions that must be met by both

parties for that to occur. In order for true restoration to take place, the person who sinned must not choose this path.

Instead, he or she should humbly accept the loving correction of a brother or sister (or brothers and sisters,

depending on the nature of the situation). A person who sins must take ownership and responsibility for his or her
choices. He or she must also take the steps necessary to repent and restore the relationships affected by those
choices. It is important to restore sinning brothers and sisters in Christ. It cannot be done if we ignore to advise and

talk to those who are in sin.
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The most important heart we must have to restore a brother who has sinned is not a condemning heart, but a

loving heart. And you need the courage to give him sincere advice. Let’s share together whether we have this kind
of heart and courage!
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When someone gives me loving advice about a mistake | made and urges me to repent, let's share what attitude
and effort | should have!
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We want our family to live in gratitude to God, who gives us endless love, and for the grace that has forgiven us of

our sins. | sincerely hope that our family will live a life of loving our neighbors, praying for them, and helping them,

imitating the heart of our father who loves each soul. We pray all these words in the name of our Savior Jesus
Christ. Amen.
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Let today be another day in which we love the souls of our neighbors!
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Let today be another day in which we walk with our Lord as we stay away from sin!
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